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2008 REUNION IN SAN ANTONIO HUGE SUCCESS!

Friday night found us at
the Icebreaker at the
Hampton Inn. Our hosts
provided snacks, beer and
wine, and we all had a
wonderful time catching
up with news since the
last reunion and Rhein
Main friends who couldn’t
attend this year.

2009 Reunion Location 2
Get Ready for the 2010 3
APS Reunion in Mexico!

It seems as if the 2008
APS reunion was over as
soon as it began, but we
managed to cram a whole
lot of fun into the
weekend!
Reunion hosts Alan
Murray McDonald, Paul
Erlewein, and Joe Herbert
helped the group find
plenty to do following our
arrival in San Antonio.

Inside this issue:

Check out the Reunion
On-line Stores

4

Celebration Dinner, Sunday night at Casa Rio, was the
culmination of a fantastic weekend of reunion
activities. Not pictured here are Kent & Mary Shields,
who couldn’t attend the dinner.
wonderful. It was a great
ending to our first day in
San Antonio.

Don & Jean Brewer, and
Carole Lail enjoyed the
great food and drink at
Mi Tierra restaurant
Friday night.
Reunion Hosts Joe Herbert
Alan
Murray
McDonald, and Paul
Erlewein made sure
there was plenty to do
during our reunion!

Saturday dawned clear and
hot (average temp was
85º), and although no formal
activities
we r e
planned, a small group decided to venture out to New
Braunfels for Wurstfest!

Following the Icebreaker,
we strolled a block and a
half over to the Alamo
Square, and caught the
San Antonio trolley which
took us to dinner at Mi
Tierra.
The amazing
murals on the wall were
an historical reminder of
the history of San Antonio,
and the food was

Before leaving, our group
jumped back on the trolley
and traveled to El
Mercado. We split up at
that point, with a few of us
stopping for lunch at the
Market, then returning to
the hotel for much needed
rest & relaxation. The rest
of the group wandered the

market for a while before
heading out for the
Wurstfest.
Along the way, we stopped
at Rudy’s for their self–
proclaimed “worst BBQ,”
which turned out to be
some of the best BBQ and
customer service most of
us have enjoyed in a while.
Our travels were temporarily interrupted while Carole
Lail had a senior moment
and misplaced her car
keys. Fortunately, cooler
heads prevailed, and pretty
soon our convoy — with
Carole, Randy Ridgeway,
and David & Linda Smith in
the lead vehicle, followed
by Charlie & Brian
Leathers, and Ray Poole
— was back on the road.
Unfortunately, Carole’s
“Speed Racer” tendencies
left Charlie in the dust, and
they got separated while
hunting for nearly nonexistent parking spots.
Carole and her passengers
made it into the festival
without incident, although
David Smith had the next
Continued on page 2

Dave & Linda Smith look
dubious about something
Alan Murray McDonald
explains at the Icebreaker

Wayne Taylor & Claudia
Kirkman at the Friday
night Icebreaker.

We enjoyed great German music and fantastic
German
beer
at
Wurstfest!
We were sorry that Chuck & Ellen
Ulmer, and Susan Difuntorum, were
unable to attend this year’s reunion
as planned, and hope that life is
settling down nicely for them. We
hope we’ll see you next year!

435 APS REUNION NEWS

Page 2

Reunion Recap,

cont from page 1

waved a stack of cups to
keep the group together.

and enjoyed a great meal
under the stars.

L-R, Sheila Perkins, Fred
Norton, Mary Shields,
Randy Ridgeway and
Kent Shields catch up
during the Icebreaker
senior moment and went
temporarily deaf, leading
the group astray. Seats
were found at the outdoor
beer tent, and the rest of
the afternoon was spent
enjoying great German
music and even better
German beer.
On our return from the
Wurstfest, we met up with
the Brewers, Taylor/
Kirkmans,
Charlie
Leathers and Ray Poole at
the Little Rhein Steak
House on the River Walk,

On Sunday, the group
decided to visit the Alamo,
then ride all four trolley
lines to see what we could
see.
We enjoyed a reenactment of the mid-1880’s at
the Alamo - sure helped
us appreciate our creature
comforts today!

Reenactors
at the
Alamo

Once again, the group
strolled across the plaza

Dinner Saturday night
at the Little Rhein
Steakhouse on the
River Walk.
and caught the Trolley,
spending the next hour
riding around the city.
The group split up then to
catch up on various
sight-seeing
and
shopping expeditions.
Sunday night found us
gathered in the lobby of
the
Hampton
Inn,
preparing to walk back to
the River Walk and the
Casa Rio restaurant for
our Celebration Dinner.
Alan Murray McDonald

Alan made sure even the
stragglers
could
see
where he was leading us!

W e e n j o ye d
another
fabulous meal, and the
company of friends — some
of whom we hadn’t seen in
20+ years. A Mariachi band
serenaded the group, and
we got lots of pictures to
remind us of another great
reunion. The night, and our
reunion, were over too soon.
The locations for our 2009
and 2010 reunions have
been chosen — see the
article below and to the leftfor information about those
exciting events.

THE GREAT PACIFIC NORTHWEST BECKONS IN 2009
Mark your calendars for
Nov 6-8, 2009— plans are
already in the works for the
2009 435 APS Reunion,
which will be held in
Tacoma, WA.
Accommodations have
been secured at the new
Courtyard Marriott in the
heart
of
downtown
Tacoma, within walking
distance
of
the
internationally-known
Museum
of
Glass,
Washington State History
Museum, Tacoma Art
Museum, and the Tacoma
Waterfront.
A special
reunion rate of $118
(based on a regular rate of
$219)
has
been

A tentative schedule of
events includes lunch and
a tour of McChord AFB, a
day spent at Leavenworth,

established for the reunion.
Eligible retired military
members may be able to
secure
lodging
at
McChord’s Evergreen Inn.
A n y o n e
w h o
remembers the Tacoma of
old will be pleasantly
surprised
at
the
Renaissance the city has
experienced over the last
two decades.
The city
offers something for
everyone.

WA, a delightful Bavarian
village
in
Eastern
Washington, and tours of
the Boeing Museum of
Flight, Seattle’s Pike
Market Place, and dinner
along Seattle’s waterfront.
Start planning to attend
the 2009 APS reunion —
it’ll be another great
get-together for our group!
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2010 APS REUNION IN PUERTO VALLARTA
After several years of
discussion, Ray Poole has
persuaded the Reunion
Group to plan an upcoming
reunion in beautiful Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico in 2010.
Ra y
is
a
f r equent
vacationer in Puerto
Vallarta, and has the
contacts to make our stay
a pleasure from start to
finish.
Ray has proposed that we
extend the time frame for
this reunion, and plan to
accommodate families in
the trip. To quote Puerto
Vallarta’s “official” website:
“Maybe it was the lush
tropical climate, or the
white sandy beaches that
first caught the eye of
tourists who began to flock
to this Mexican paradise in
the late 19th century.
Or maybe it was something
more that made John
Huston choose Puerto
Vallarta the setting for “The
Night of the Iguana” (and
the headline-grabbing, offscreen
romance
of
Elizabeth Taylor and

Richard Burton).
With so much that Puerto
Vallarta has to offer, every
moment in this beautiful
vacation spot can be
shaped to meet your
individual desires, find
yourself strolling back in
time as you meander down
the streets of the historic
area of town, or the village
of San Sebastian (15
minutes by plane) or follow
your own steps to the
rhythms of the Mariachi.
Your eyes can feast on
beautiful textiles, original
works of art from local
artists, or the breathtaking
beadwork of the Huichol
Indians. Your mouth will
water with anticipation for
the authentic Mexican
cuisine, while chefs from
around the world serve up
delicacies in renowned
international restaurants.
You may seek out the
pristine white sand of the
beach, or do your best to
avoid it on one of seven
exceptional golf courses.
With ample opportunities

for activity at every turn,
your adventurous side will
never go unfulfilled, unless,
of course, you want to give
it a rest. In that case,
Puerto Vallarta is the ideal
location for glorious, sunsoaked inactivity. “
*** *** *** ***
Unlik e
our
previous
reunions, we will have to
commit to this reunion
early, and probably will
have to provide a monetary
deposit at some point prior
to the reunion. Organizers
will keep you posted on the
details as they are firmed
up.
Dates for the reunion are
still being discussed, so if
you have a preference, let
us know.
In the meantime, you can
contact Ray Poole through
our reunion website
(435aps.com) or via email
at poole.vernon@dol.gov.
So — start planning now
for your 2010 vacation in
sun-soaked Puerto Vallarta
with the 435 Aerial Port
Squadron reunion group.

Unofficial newsletter of the 435
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The 435th Aerial Port Reunion Group newsletter
is edited and published by Carole Lail. Please
send your comments, questions, suggestions to:
C.lail@comcast.net

We’re on the
Web!

REUNION GROUP HAS TWO ONLINE STORES
The 435 APS Reunion Group has two online stores where you
can purchase reunion wear, and more! The two stores feature
apparel and other goodies with various logos we’ve used over the
years. We make a dollar or so on each item, and the proceeds go
towards the “extras” we enjoy during our reunions — snacks, door
prizes, as well as postage to update our members who don’t have
email. Visit the stores at:
www.cafepress.com/435APS
www.cafepress.com/2008APSReunion

435APS.com

2008 REUNION ATTENDEES
OUR HOSTS
Paul & Senaida Erlewein
Alan & Beverly Murray McDonald
Joe & Tina Herbert
We all thank our hosts for seeing to the
many details that made the reunion so
wonderful!
***

*** ***

Don & Jean Brewer

WE’RE STILL SEEKING FORMER AERIAL PORTERS

Wayne Taylor & Claudia Kirkman
Charlie & Brian Leathers
Kent & Mary Shields
David & Linda Smith
Fred Norton
Carole Lail
Lupe Bell
Randy Ridgeway
Sheila Perkins
James Boling

We missed Chuck and Ellen Ulmer,
and Susan Difuntorum, who were
unable to attend as planned. We hope
that life has settled down for them, and
that we’ll see them in 2009 at the
Tacoma reunion!

We currently have about 450 former aerial porters signed up on
our website, but we know there are many more out there waiting
to be found. Do you know of, or are you in contact with someone who served as an aerial porter at Rhein Main AB? If so,
we’d love to hear from you so we can invite them to be a part of
the group. You may either contact that person with the information about our website, or send us the contact information and
we’ll get in touch. Either way, we’d love to hear from anyone
who was a red hatter!

